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Note: the South Texas Researcher is also now available on the San Antonio Public Library’s web site (www.mysapl.org) under “News & Events” then “News & Newsletters.” Backfiles will soon be added.

Please remember that the purpose of this newsletter is to keep librarians, historians, archivists, genealogists, archæologists, and those in other allied fields informed of what is going on that may be helpful in these fields so they may pass this information on to other interested parties in their locations. 
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I am willing to include important events or acquisitions from other areas, in some instances, if they may be of particular usefulness to those in our area. News from our neighboring Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon, and Coahuila would also be welcome. 




Texana/Genealogy Class Schedule
San Antonio Public Library

	All classes are on Saturdays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central Library, 600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.  

E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please call the  Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 



Friday, 5 June 2009; 5:00-9:00 p. m.  – Register NOW!
Third Annual Genealogy Lock-In:

· Beginning Genealogy
How to get started in genealogical research.

· SAPL Genealogy Databases
An overview of the database resources available for genealogical research here in the library.
Join staff and volunteers for after-hours research and socializing.


TO REGISTER : call 210-207-2500 and ask for Texana/Genealogy or email genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov.

No July classes
Saturday, 1 August 2009; 2:00-3:30 p. m.

Special Collections
This class will review two special collections: the Draper Manuscript Collection and Records of Antebellum Southern Plantations. Discussion will focus on indexing of the collections, how to use them, and examples of their content. 


Texana/Genealogy Department Internet Classes  

	All classes are on Saturdays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central Library, 600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.  

E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please call the  Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 



Tuesday, 2 June; 2:00-3:30 p. m.
Putting Your Genealogy on the Web
Find ways to share your genealogy online by utilizing ready-made websites or by creating your own.

No July classes
Tuesday, 4 August; 2:00-3:30 p. m.
Online Maps
A computer oriented class titled "Online Maps" will look at major sources of maps online that can be of use to genealogists and historians.

This class is limited to 15 participants so registration is required. Call 210-207-2500 and ask for Texana/Genealogy or email genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Los Bexareños Genealogy Society

Meetings are normally held at 9:30 a.m. every first Saturday of the month on the first floor, Main Auditorium, of the San Antonio Public Library, 600 Soledad Street, San Antonio, Texas. Visitors are always welcome to attend.  Membership is not required.  Speakers at the meetings are people with a passion for history, professional historians, genealogists, archaeologists and researchers.       

              
Meeting Date: June 6, 2009
Speaker: Jose Antonio Lopez
Topic: “Nights of Wailing, Days of Pain (Life in the 1920's South Texas)”

Our presentation this month will be made by Mr. Jose Antonio Lopez on his new book Nights of Wailing, Days of Pain (Life in 1920s South Texas). The novel describes the day-to-day life of a Tejano family whose members are living in two parallel worlds.  One is the world of their Spanish Mexican ancestors, inventors of the ranch and cowboy phenomena, and the other is the world of Anglo Saxon Texas that treats them as strangers in the only homeland they have ever known.  The first world is a sanctuary providing comfort, but it is slowly disappearing.  The second world is full of anxiety and continues unabated to the present time.  The book typifies the saga of countless Tejano families struggling to make a living in the harsh scrub-brush country of South Texas, while at the same time fighting off those who wanted their land at all costs.

Mr. Jose Antonio (Joe) Lopez was born and raised in Laredo, Texas. USAF Veteran. He has over 37 years of military/Federal Service. Mr. Lopez is a direct descendant of Don Javier Uribe, one of the earliest families that settled in South Texas in 1750. He has college degrees from Laredo Jr. College and Southwest Texas State University. He has a Master's Degree in Education. 

Mr. Lopez is the author of two books:  "The Last Knight (Don Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara Uribe, A Texas Hero)" and "Nights of Wailing, Days of Pain (Life in 1920s South Texas)").
Help for the beginning genealogist.
 The Society assists individuals in getting started with genealogical research through beginner's workshops.  Beginners also receive assistance from the more experienced members of the Society. Currently we are offering assistance by appointment only and on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month between the hours of 10:00am and 2:00pm at the following location:
The San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society
 911 Melissa Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213
Contact one of the following individuals by email or phone to schedule an appointment:
Dennis Moreno  210-647-5607  dennis.moreno@sbcglobal.net
Yolanda Patino  210-434-3530  patinogil@sbcglobal.net
Victoria County Genealogical Society

2009 Fall Seminar

Saturday 3 October 2009

First Christian Church Fellowship Hall

2105 North Ben Jordan Street

Victoria, Texas

Featured Speaker

Timothy Dooley

DooleyNoted Enterprises

Louisville, KY

8:30-9:00

Welcome

9:00-10:15 Lecture I

“Nothin’ Could Be Finah than to be in (North) Carolina…Doing Research

10:15-10:30 Break

10:30-11:45 Lecture II

“Dixie on my Mind” Where to find the Best Sources for Southern Research

11:45-1:00 Lunch

1:00-2:15 Lecture III

Kentucky from the Ohio River Valley, the Appalachians and Cumberland Gap to the Jackson Purchase

2:15-2:30 Break

2:30-3:45 Lecture IV

The Movement and Migration of Religion in the South

Cut here, Complete and Mail in

Registration:  $40 per person, Lunch included.  Register early—seating is limited!

Registration deadline:  15 September 2009

Name_____________________________e-mail__________________________________

Address_____________________________City & Zip_____________________________

Telephone__________________Mail to Bill Farnsworth c/o VCGS  6034 Country Club Drive

Victoria, Texas 77904  Contact info/Directions:  Doris Obsta (361) 575-4303

Timothy Dooley 

DooleyNoted Enterprises

Louisville, KY


   Tim Dooley was bitten by the genealogy bug as a teenager when his family moved from Kentucky to Florida to care for his grandparents.  He received his Bachelors and Masters degrees in music, was a professional singer and a public school music teacher for 30 years.   Tim has also lived and taught in Maryland, New Mexico and Washington State.

   A researcher for over 17 years, Tim turned his interest full time to family history after retiring back to his home state of Kentucky.   He has traced his (Northern) paternal lineage to an Irish famine ancestor who immigrated to the US in 1852 and his (Southern) maternal lineage to 1175 in England.

   As a genealogist, he loves research and has a particular interest in old photographs and documents.   As a technophile, he finds online research rewarding and specializes in enhancing, preserving and presenting documents and photos in a variety of formats.   Tim finds great satisfaction restoring and editing documents and photographs and hopes to use them in his future family history “saga”.  As a teacher, he taught music and computer lab classes and has presented a number of digital editing demonstrations at various conferences and technology workshops in the Seattle and King county, Washington area.

   He is a member of the National Genealogical Society, the New England Historic Genealogical Society, the Association of Professional Genealogists, the Genealogy Speakers Guild, The Filson Club, Ancestral Trails Historical Society and until his recent return to Kentucky, the Seattle Genealogical Society where he served as Co-Chair of the Computer Interest Group.  Since returning to Kentucky he has turned his professional focus toward local research and is concentrating his research in Kentucky, Maryland, Virginia, Massachusetts and the southern states.  
_____________________________________________________________________
New Library Website and Guides

The San Antonio Public Library has a new website—http://www.mysapl.org.

Be sure to visit it. There is a tab to search the library’s catalogue. Also a tab called “databases,” which is the former “articles and databases.” Now you can search a single database, a group of them by category, any number that you check, or all of them using keywords.

Another feature is the “guide,” another tab at the top of the page. Click on this tab to see topics of interest. These incorporate library databases on the topic, related websites, books, classes, and more depending on the topic. So far, the staff of Texana/Genealogy has created ones for Local History, Texas History, Family History, Special Collections, Jewish Genealogy, and Civil War.


Witte Museum
3801 Broadway
San Antonio, Texas 78209

(210) 357-1900

Genome: The Secret of How Life Works
7 February  through 25 May 2009

Wild Wild West: 

True Stories and the Arena
20 December through 23 August 1009

Breathing Places: History of San Antonio Parks
31 January through August 2009

McNay Art Museum
6000 North New Braunfels

San Antonio, Texas  78209

(210) 824-5368

American Concepts and Global Visions/Selections from the AT&T Collection: Contemporary Paintings, Sculpture and Masterworks of Photography
11 February through 17 May 2009

______________________________________________________________

San Antonio Museum of Art
200 West Jones Ave
San Antonio, TX  78215
(210) 978-8100

Imagenes de Mexico: 
Select Photographs from the Permanent Collection

27 February 2008 – August 2009


Marcia Gygli King: Botanical Paintings
29 January 2009- 12 April 2009

Naturalization Records
First, check census:


1820-1830 – Foreigners not naturalized


1890-1930 – Na=naturalized; Al=alien; Pa=Declaration of Intent filed

Before 1906 – process could be in any local, county, state, or federal court.


Must search all possible locations. No over-all index.

1906 and after – all paperwork should be in a federal court. 

Go to Homeland Security website and request copy.

· Know the laws for the time period in which you are searching for your ancestor

· Declaration of Intent (sometimes called First Papers) 
· Second or Final papers  (Petition for Citizenship, Oath of Allegiance, proof of residency)

Declaration of Intent usually has the most personal information and may include any combination of the following: birth date and place, spouse’s name and origin, children’s names and birth information, residences, name of ship, date and port of arrival, occupation, physical description.

Prior to 1922 wives and children automatically became citizens when their husbands or fathers did. As of 22 Sept. 1922 women had to apply for citizenship under their own names. If a woman married and alien, she lost her citizenship.

If naturalized and received land under the Homestead Act (1862), citizenship papers may be 
included in homestead applications.

If the alien served in the military beginninng on 17 July 1862, he may have been naturalized without going through the usual process. Check military files.


Index to Naturalizations of World War I Soldiers, 1918 (M1952)

Other sources: birth and death records (of individual and children)


Marriage license



Cemetery records


Chruch records


Local and ethnic histories


Newspapers and obituaries


Social security applications


Voter registration records

Passports

Ethnic organizations (ex. Hermann Sons, Turn verein, landsmanshaften)

PERSI and other published sources

Immigration Records
Passenger Arrival Lists

Pre-1820 – No official record keeping for passenger arrivals. Passenger lists that do exist 
may be housed at any location. Many of these have been published.

Facts that will help locate your ancestor in early records:


Ancestor’s name


Ancestor’s nationality


Ancestor’s place of settlement in the United States

Ancestor’s religion

Ancestor’s port of arrival

Post-1820 – Between 1820 and the middle 1950s passenger arrival lists were required. They have been microfilmed. Customs Lists are at the Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies. Immigration Passenger Lists were destroyed in 1948.

Many port records are missing or were destroyed.

Customs Manifests or Customs Passenger Lists (1820-ca. 1891)

These lists include name of ship and master, port of embarkation, date and port of arrival, and each passenger’s name, age, sex, occupation, and nationality. May also include occupation  and other notes, such as death at sea.


Available for Boston, New York, New Orleans, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and many minor ports. (SAPL owns New Orleans)


Immigration Passenger Lists (1891-1957)

Office of Immigration organized in 1891 and standardized forms and proceedures.

1893 lists included above information plus marital status, last residence, final destination 
in U. S., if joining a relative (give name, address, relationship), able to read and 
write, who paid the passage, amount of money currently carrying, state of health.

1903 added “race or people”

1906 added personal description and place of birth

1907 added name and address of closest relative in native country

Indices: Many ports have indices that were done by the WPA. Not all are complete.

The Supplemental Index to Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at Atlantic and Gulf Coast Ports (excluding New York), 1820-1874 (M334 – SAPL owns) indexes 71 of the 101 ports in use in the 1800s, including Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, and Galveston. The last five, except Galveston, have their own indices but the time periods vary from M334.

Baltimore (M327) – 1820-1897 – soundex

Baltimore (M326) – 1833-1866 – soundex – “City lists”

Boston (M265) – 1848-1891

Galveston, 1896-1951 – SAPL owns indices and passenger lists

New Orleans (T527 – SAPL owns) – before 1900

New York, 1820-1846 (M261 – SAPL owns)

Philadelphia (M360) – 1800-1906)

New York

There were no official receiving stations before 31 July 1855

Castle Garden – 1 Aug. 1855 – 18 April 1890

Barge Office – 19 April 1890 – 31 Dec. 1891

Ellis Island – 1 Jan. 1892 – 14 June 1897

Barge Office – 15 June 1897 – 16 Dec. 1900

Ellis Island – 17 Dec. 1900 – 1924

See National Archives publication Immigrant & Passenger Arrivals: A Select Catalog …

for microfilm collections.

Immigration by land


Canada : cards from 1895 through 1954


Mexico: cards from 1903 through 1955

Types of cards and information varies thourgh the years. Some name indices; some arranged chronologically.

See National Archives website for listing of “border crossing ports,” dates available and indexing.

Other

· Crew lists : See National Archives publication Immigrant & Passenger Arrivals: A Select Catalog …for microfilm collections.

· Check newspapers in port cities which sometimes list passenger arrivals.

· Check census for for birth place of individual or parents.
Passport Applications filed with Dept. of State from 1791 to 1905 in National Archives, but not required by law. (SAPL owns Registers and Indexes for Passport Applications, 1810-1906 (M1371)

Selected Readings

Immigration History Research Center: A Guide to Collections [016.973 Immigration]

Tolzmann, Don H.  German-Americana: a bibliography  [016.30145 Tolzmann]

Research Guide to the Turner Movement in the United States [016.79606 Research]


Kentuckiana Digital Library
http://kdl.kyvl.org
The Kentuckiana Digital Library is your gateway to rare and unique digitized collections housed in Kentucky archives. These digital collections are built to enhance scholarship, research and lifelong learning. Find over 80,000 photographic images, 100,000 newspaper pages, 230,000 book pages, hundreds of oral histories, and maps documenting the history and heritage of Kentucky.
Native American Genealogy
http://www.accessgenealogy/native/
This site features searchable databases for census records, surnames, cemeteries, tribal rolls, and much more, and it’s all free. Also, check the site index.
American Baptist Historical Society
http://www.archives.org
The American Baptist Historical Society is the archive and historical interpreter of a major 
religious denomination -- American Baptist Churches USA -- made up of thousands of churches and 1.5 million people. 

It serves as the Baptist historical society of America, collecting documents from

many different Baptist denominations in North America and around the world. As

the oldest Baptist historical organization (founded in 1853) with the largest and 
most diverse collection of Baptist historical material, its holdings are of 
irreplaceable value to church, national, and global history.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Published by: Texana/Genealogy Department

San Antonio Public Library

600 Soledad

San Antonio, Texas 78205
210-207-2500



e-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov

Please submit information and articles to the above e-mail.
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Introduction





South Texas is being broadly defined as beginning in Val Verde County in the west; moving east to Austin (Travis County); and then southeast through Caldwell, Lavaca, Jackson, and Calhoun counties to the Gulf of Mexico.








If you have items you or your organization would like others to know about, please e-mail the  address at the end  of this newsletter.


Feel free to forward this communication to anyone who might be interested. 


Thank you!
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