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Note: the South Texas Researcher is also now available on the San Antonio Public Library’s web site (www.sanantonio.gov/library/) under “News & Events” then “News & Newsletters.” Backfiles will soon be added.

Please remember that the purpose of this newsletter is to keep librarians, historians, archivists, genealogists, archaeologists, and those in other allied fields informed of what is going on that may be helpful in these fields so they may pass this information on to other interested parties in their 

locations. 
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I am willing to include important events or acquisitions from other areas, in some instances, if they may be of particular usefulness to those in our area. News from our neighboring Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon, and Coahuila would also be welcome. 




Texana/Genealogy Class Schedule
San Antonio Public Library

	All classes are on Saturdays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central  Library, 600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.  

E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please call the  Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 




December


no classes scheduled

January 2009

Preserving Family Treasures
All programming is subject to change — Please call ahead to register and verify dates and times.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Builders’ Exchange of Texas
The Texana/Genealogy Department recently acquired 265 volumes of weekly newsletters from the Builders’ Exchange of Texas.  The Builder’s Exchange, a trade association that provides bidding information to the commercial construction industry, keeps annual records about who designs a specific project, which companies bid to build it, their cost estimates and who ultimately gets the job.  This collection covers virtually all the city’s major projects from the Smith-Young Tower to the Aztec Theater to the Alamodome, along with lesser projects such as landscaping and roofing jobs.
To research these records, please visit us on the sixth floor of the downtown Central Library.  The records are kept in our climate-controlled vault.  Just ask for them at the counter and we will be happy to retrieve them for you.  These records do not have an index, so you will need to have an idea of the time frame of the records you will be researching.

Texana/Genealogy Department Internet Classes  

	All classes are on Saturdays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central Library, 600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.  

E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please call the  Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 



December
  
No classes scheduled
January 2009
Ancestry Library Edition
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Odell Miller, President of Palatines to America has released the following news: 

The Palatine to America Library has been closed. Our collection is being relocated to the Columbus Metropolitan Library in Columbus, Ohio. It is anticipated the Palatine Collection will be available for use sometime in the first quarter of 2009.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Archives

Founded in 1893, TMI – The Episcopal School of Texas (formerly known from 1926 to 2005 as Texas Military Institute and from 1893 to 1926 as West Texas Military Academy) has yearbooks, catalogs and other materials from most years of the school’s operation. For family history and other researchers, the staff accepts queries about alumni and school history. Contact the school librarian at 564-6147 or public relations at 564-6155.
Los Bexareños Genealogy Society

Meetings are normally held at 9:30 a.m. every first Saturday of the month on the first floor, Main Auditorium, of the San Antonio Public Library, 600 Soledad Street, San Antonio, Texas. Visitors are always welcome to attend.  Membership is not required.  Speakers at the meetings are people with a passion for history, professional historians, genealogists, archaeologists and researchers.       

              
Meeting Date: December 6, 2008
Speaker: Carmen Tafolla and Sharyll Tenayuca.
Topic: Emma Tenayuca and her legacy
Dr. Carmen Tafolla is an internationally published writer and native of San Antonio, Texas. One of the most anthologized of Chicana writers, her latest book, The Holy Tortilla and a Pot of Beans, a collection of short stories, made the Top Ten Bestseller List at the 2008 Texas Book Festival. In 1999, she was the recipient of the Art of Peace Award, for literary work which furthers peace, justice, and human understanding. 
Ms. Sharyll Teneyuca is a practicing lawyer and former Municipal Court Judge. Teneyuca was voted Outstanding Young Lawyer by the San Antonio Young Lawyers Association in 1985 for her work as the founder and director of the Pro-Bono Law Project, the first volunteer attorney assistance project for the representation of indigents in civil matters in Bexar County. 
Both Tafolla, Emma Tenayuca's friend, and Teneyuca, Emma Tenayuca's niece, are at work co-authoring the adult biography of Emma Tenayuca. In December of 2007, they authored the first book ever published on Emma, a children's picture book entitled That's Not Fair: Emma Tenayuca's Struggle for Justice.    

Help for the beginning genealogist.
 The Society assists individuals in getting started with genealogical research through beginner's workshops.  Beginners also receive assistance from the more experienced members of the Society. Currently we are offering assistance by appointment only and on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month between the hours of 10:00am and 2:00pm at the following location:
The San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society
 911 Melissa Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213

Contact one of the following individuals by email or phone to schedule an appointment:
Dennis Moreno  210-647-5607  dennis.moreno@sbcglobal.net
Yolanda Patino 210-434-3530  patinogil@sbcglobal.net
 The Los Bexareños Library at the Casa Navarro Historical Site is now closed due to relocation. The Library will be closed until a new location can be found. We will announce any change in status.

San Antonio Museum of Art

Chocolate: A Photography Exhibition
September 6, 2008 through January 11, 2009

200 West Jones Ave
San Antonio, TX  78215
(210) 978-8100
http://www.samuseum.org
Witte Museum

Bluebonnets & Beyond: 

Julian Onderdonk, American Impressionist

19 September  through 11 January 2009

La Cultura Trasciende Fronteras: 
A Personal Portrait of Tejaons and Mexicanos

20 September through 25 January 1009

Fashions in Art: 1870-1920

11 October through 15 February 2009

Wild, Wild West: The Myths, The Reality

20 December 2008 through 23 August 2009
3801 Broadway
San Antonio, Texas 78209

(210) 357-1900

McNay Art Museum



Judith Godwin: Early Abstractions
3 September 2008-4 January 2009

Tim Burton’s The Nightmare Before Christmas

3 September 2008-4 January 2009

ArtMatters 13 : Joseph Marioni : Liquid Light

22 October 2008 – 18 January 2009


Prints Gone Wild : John James Audubon
22 October 2008-18 January 2009
6000 North New Braunfels

San Antonio, Texas  78209

(210) 824-5368

              http://www.McNayArt.org
_____________________________________________________________
Beethoven Männerchor

Where: 
Beethoven Halle und Garten
422 Pereida Street, San Antonio, Texas

	December 5
	Southtown First Friday (Open to the public)

	December 6


December 13
December 31
	Kristkindlmarkt 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.(German Christmas Shopping Fair) (Open to the public)
Weihnachtsfeier (Christmas Party)
Sylvester (Not confirmed at this time)



Additional information: 210-222-1521 or http://www.beethovenmaennerchor.com
The Genealogical Society of Kendall County announces the

Fifth Annual Hill Country Family History Seminar

Saturday, February 7, 2009

Guest Speaker: George K. Schweitzer, PhD, ScD

Dr. Schweitzer is Alumni Distinguished Professor at the University of TN and holds BA, MS, and PhD degrees in Chemistry, an MA in the History of Religion, a PhD in History of Science, and an ScD (Doctor of Science) in Philosophy of Science. He is Phi Beta Kappa and is listed in Who’s Who in America. He has authored 220 publications including 19 genealogical guidebooks. Professor Schweitzer uses historical reenactment to teach genealogy and has traced many of his ancestral lines back to the early 1500s. He has lectured to over 200 genealogical and historical societies in the US, Canada, England, and Germany. His topics will be:

· The Civil War

· German Genealogical Research

· Genealogy in the Southeastern United States

· Dr. Schweitzer’s Problem Solving
> > > > > > > ------------------------ C u t o n t h i s l i n e -----------------------------------------------< < < < < <


Please print clearly. Complete a separate form for each seminar attendee. Early registrants will have name and ancestors printed in syllabus. Price saving pre-registration before Saturday, January 24, 2009 is $35 for members, $40 for non-member. Seminar registration at the door is $50.00 for all.


Name ____________________________________________________________


Address_________________________________________________________________


Phone __________________________ E-mail__________________________________

Three surnames, with location, you are researching for publication in syllabus. (Example for format:Newsom – NC)


___________________________ ________________________ _________________________

Early Registration, including lunch: $40.00 non members. (GSKC Members $35.00) $________

No. of dinner reservations @ $30.00 each ____ ( Check if vegetarian___) Total enclosed $______

Mail form and check to: Genealogical Society of Kendall County, Attn: GSKC Seminar Registrar, PO Box 623, Boerne, TX 78006-0623.

Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Seminar doors open at 8:15 a.m.

(Morning and afternoon snacks and lunch included)

Place: The Boerne Convention and Community Center

820 East Adler Rd., Boerne, Texas

Pre-Seminar Dinner with Dr. George K. Schweitzer

Friday, Feb 6, Kendall Masonic Lodge, 897 E Blanco, Boerne, TX

(Space Limited. Pre-registration required. Seminar registrant and 1 guest.)

For more information:

(1) Visit our website at www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txgskc

(2) Contact Christy Kestler, christykestler@hotmail.com. Mention “GSKC

Seminar” in the subject line

(3) Call Registrar Ruth Taylor at 210-831-8737 or 210-863-1798 (cell).
San Antonio Founders Day Art & Essay Contests

Students in Grades 6-12 Can Win a $1,000 College Scholarship
Contest Theme:
“How the History and Heritage of a Cultural Group Has Contributed to San Antonio”

Winners of the 2008-2009 Essay Contest will receive a $1,000 Scholarship provided by the Alamo Community Colleges' Foundation to any one of the Alamo Community Colleges.  Seven scholarships will be given for grades 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 (one per grade level).
The University of Incarnate Word will also award seven $1,000 Scholarships to the winners of the Visual Arts Contest.  Seven scholarships will be given for grades 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 (one per grade level).
Schools can win, too! San Antonio Founders Day Excellence Awards of $500 cash will go to the school of each winning student as a "thank you" for promoting and encouraging student participation in these contests.

New rules (and entry forms) for the Essay Contest and the Visual Arts Contest are now on-line.
 The deadline for both contests is February 28, 2009.
To motivate more reading about the history and cultures of San Antonio and to get ideas for the contest, students, their parents and teachers, are directed here:  Scholarship Contest Cultural Resource Paper—Read Me First!

For complete contest rules, helpful hints, contact information and entry forms, visit our website at www.SanAntonioFoundersDay.org.
Sponsored by the San Antonio Founders Day Alliance in association with San Antonio’s Founding Heritage, Alamo Community Colleges’ Foundation and the University of the Incarnate Word.
Footnote.com

Now available through the San Antonio Public Library. Full access to the documents digitized by Footnote.com is available only through computers in the Central Library and branch libraries. Full access is not available through the library at home.

Founded in 1997 as iArchives, Inc., Footnote is a subscription based web site that features searchable original documents that provide users with an unaltered view of the events, places and people that shaped the American nation and the world. At Footnote.com all are invited to come to share, discuss, and collaborate on their discoveries with friends, family, and colleagues. 
The Footnote.com collections feature documents, most never before available before on the Internet, relating to the Revolutionary War, Civil War, WWI, WWII, US Presidents, historical newspapers, naturalization documents, city directories, and many more. 
Footnote.com is more than just an online repository for original documents. In addition to hosting millions of records, Footnote supports a community of people that are passionate about a variety of topics relating to history. Footnote was designed to allow people to interact with what they find and add their own information, photographs, and insights.

Footnote.com creates an environment where members can share their content and insights, ranging from major historical events to personal accounts and family histories. Footnote.com, together with its members, is revealing a side of history that few have seen before. 
The National Archives and Footnote.com are working as partners to bring unprecedented access to selections of the vast holdings of the National Archives. The 4.5 million pages that have been digitized so far are now available.
The following represents a portion of the millions of historic documents that are available as part of the National Archives - Footnote Agreement. 

Papers of the Continental Congress (1774-89).
The Papers of the Continental Congress include Journals of the Congress, reports of its committees, papers submitted by state Governments, and correspondence of its Presidents and other officers with diplomatic representatives of the United States abroad, officers in the Continental Army, State and local officials, and private persons. Also included are drafts of treaties and commercial agreements, papers relating to expenditures and loans, reports of military progress during the Revolution, and papers relating to Indian treaties and tribes.

Mathew B. Brady Collection of Civil War Photographs.


Southern Claims Commission.
In the 1870s, some southerners claimed compensation from the U.S. government for items used by the Union Army, ranging from corn and horses, to trees and church buildings. The claim files contain a wealth of genealogical information and they consist of petitions, inventories of properties lost, testimony of family members and others, reports, and certificates submitted by claimants to the Southern Claims Commission as proof of loyalty to the Federal Government and value of property damaged or lost during the Civil War. 

Name Index to Civil War and Later Pension Files.
Pension applications for service in the U.S. Army between 1861 and 1900, grouped according to the units in which the veterans served. The name index to the Civil War and Later Pension Application Files contains over 3 million index entries documenting the applications of soldiers, sailors and their widows. 

Investigative Case Files of the Bureau of Investigation, 1908-22.
The Bureau of Investigation investigated real and perceived threats to the nation and its citizens before it became the FBI. The materials compiled by the BOI from 1908 to 1922 consist of an index to the investigative case files, general investigative records, investigative records relating to German Aliens from 1915 through 1920, investigative records relating to Mexican Neutrality Violations from 1909 through 1921, and investigative records transferred from the Department of Justice from 1920 through 1921. 

American Colonization Society
Correspondence and other documents relating to the American Colonization Society, 1792-1964, an organization best known for its role in founding Liberia. 
Dawes Packets 

NARA M1301. The Dawes Commission was appointed by President Cleveland to negotiate with five tribes whose members received common property in return for abolishing their tribal governments. 


Codices Electronici Sallangenses
http://www.cesg.unifr.ch/en/index.htm
The Codices Electronici Sangallenses (CESG) website gives access to high resolution digital images of medieval codices in the Abbey Library of St Gallen in Switzerland (now a UNESCO World Heritage Centre). The aim is to bring these codices to a wider audience, and to partially replace the use of the fragile originals in the library. The codices available are shown in their entirety (including images of their binding), in high enough resolution to facilitate close study of their makeup as well as their content. Manuscripts represented range from: bibles; calendars; and antiphonals to: saints' lives; histories of the crusades; and a book of German pre-reformation songs. The site is available in French, German, English and Italian and includes a description of the CESG project and a brief history of the Abbey Library. The images are available for educational and research use, providing that the source is correctly cited, and are accompanied by detailed descriptions. This site would be of great interest to anyone studying medieval manuscripts and codices, and also to students of medieval palaeography, theology and philosophy..
The Internet Classics Archive 
http://classics.mit.edu

This site contains 441 works from more than 50 different classical authors.  The texts are all translated into English.  The site also has a search engine allowing for searching specific words or phrases within the works.
LIFE Magazine Photo Archives
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
Google has opened up the Life magazine photo archives, launching an online photo gallery that offers millions of pictures that have gone unviewed for decades. 

Google launched the service as part of its image search function, starting with roughly two million photos stretching from the 1750s to today. Google added that it plans to enter all 10 million images from Life's photo library so that they can be viewed by anyone with an Internet connection. That's a boon, considering Life has said that more than 95 percent of its photo archive has never been publicly viewed or published in the magazine. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Published by: Texana/Genealogy Department

San Antonio Public Library

600 Soledad

San Antonio, Texas 78205
210-207-2500



e-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov

Please submit information and articles to the above e-mail.

For the
 
January 2009 issue by 15 December
February 2009 issue by 15 January

March 2009 issue by 15 February
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Introduction





South Texas is being broadly defined as beginning in Val Verde County in the west; moving east to Austin (Travis County); and then southeast through Caldwell, Lavaca, Jackson, and Calhoun counties to the Gulf of Mexico.








If you have items you or your organization would like others to know about, please e-mail the  address at the end  of this newsletter.


Feel free to forward this communication to anyone who might be interested. 


Thank you!
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