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Note: the South Texas Researcher is also now available on the San Antonio Public Library’s web site (www.sanantonio.gov/library/) under “News & Events” then “News & Newsletters.” 


Please remember that the purpose of this newsletter is to keep librarians, historians, archivists, genealogists, archaeologists, educators at all levels, and those in other allied fields informed of what is going on that may be helpful in these fields so they may pass this information on to other interested parties in their 

locations. 









                                                                                                           

[image: image1.png]i

=5




                                                                                    

I am willing to include important events or acquisitions from other areas, in some instances, if they may be of particular usefulness to those in our area. News from our neighboring Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon, and Coahuila would also be welcome. 



Texana/Genealogy 

Traditional Class Schedule

	All classes are on Saturdays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central Library, 600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.  

To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please call the  Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 


June
no class

July
no class
August 2
Beginning Genealogy

The Winds and Words of War: World War I Posters and Prints

A tribute to the 90th Anniversary of Armistice Day
	   Visit the Central Library Gallery from September through October 27, 2008 to enjoy the World War I exhibition and its accompanying lectures, film series, downtown historical walking tours and a musical tribute, “Over There: The Music of Irving Berlin.”

    This outstanding collection includes forty framed, vintage World War I-era posters designed by leading artists of the day to assist in the war efforts initiated by President Wilson.
    The Office of Public Information formed a committee chaired by renowned illustrator Charles D. Gibson to create a line of posters to help mobilize the American war effort.
	[image: image2.jpg]






Beethoven Männerchor

Where: 
Beethoven Halle und Garten
422 Pereida Street, San Antonio, Texas

June 6:  
Southtown First Friday (Open to the public)
Featuring the reggae band ZION
June 20: 
Gartenkonzert. 5 p.m. - 12 midnight (Open to the public)

Additional information: 210-222-1521 or http://www.beethovenmaennerchor.com
______________________________________________________________
Texana/Genealogy Department

Internet Classes
	
All classes are on Tuesdays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central Library, 600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.  

To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please call the  Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 



June  3
Beginning Genealogy: Using the Internet as a Source for Genealogical Research

July
no class

August 5
usgenweb


September 2
How to find source materials


WorldCat, nucmc, library catalogues
Victoria County Genealogical Seminar

October 4, 2008

The Victoria County Genealogical Society is proud to announce the upcoming seminar on October 4, 2008 in Victoria, Texas. Our featured speaker will be the noted Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG.  Ms. Rose has delivered hundreds of lectures in a variety of locations.  She was on the faculty of the National Institute of Genealogical Research in Washington, DC and has for many years been an instructor and coordinator for Samford University in their Institute of Historical and Genealogical Research.  She has also been interviews on a number of television and radio programs.

An announcement concerning her lecture topics will be released at a later date.  Please reserve October 4, 2008 for a most helpful, interesting and informative 
seminar.
____________________________________________
Los Bexareños Genealogy Society


Meetings are normally held at 9:30 a.m. every first Saturday of the month on the first floor, Main Auditorium, of the San Antonio Public Library, 600 Soledad Street, San Antonio, Texas. Visitors are always welcome to attend.  Membership is not required.  Speakers at the meetings are people with a passion for history, professional historians, genealogists, archaeologists and researchers.       

The next meeting of Los Bexareños will be 
on Saturday, June 7, 2008.
       
Meeting Date: June 7, 2008

Speaker: Jose M. Peña
Topic: His book, Inherit the Dust from the Four Winds of Revilla
Los Bexarenos Genealogy Society invites the public to a 
presentation by José M. Peña, author of “Inherit the Dust from the Four Winds of Revilla.” Mr. Peña will speak on the fascinating story of the ancient Mexican town of Villa del Señor de San Ignacio de Loyola de Revilla (now known as Guerrero Viejo).  The reading and book signing is informal and free to the public.
Peña’s book represents a historical perspective of the old colonial town that was once one of the principal cultural and trade centers of northern Mexico and southern Texas. Today, the ghost of a formerly vibrant community still stands on the banks of a dried-up Rio Salado as a mute testimony to the remarkable               resilience of a proud, pioneering people.  In his talk, Peña tells the story within the broader historical context of Mexico’s turbulent history, southern parts of Texas, and the U.S.  He covers 250-years of Mexico’s historical phases, Ancient Guerrero (its establishment, its people, its land grants, and its destruction), Texas Separation, Indian conflicts, U.S./Mexican War, Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, Bourland and Miller Commission, and effects on Land Grants such as an unpaid $193 million U.S./Mexican debt for lost/stolen/confiscated Texas lands.

Founded on October 10, 1750, the city of Guerrero, Tamaulipas, Mexico was one of twenty-three settlements established by José de Escandón between 1748 and 1755. By the nineteenth century, Guerrero's population reached approximately 10,000 as it became one of the principal cultural and trade centers of northern Mexico and southern Texas.

José M. Peña was born and raised in Laredo and is a graduate of the University of Texas . His parents were born in Guerrero Viejo. He is a retired Foreign Service Officer with over 30 years of service with the U.S. Agency for International Development assigned to many Third-World countries. 
__________________________________________
Transcribers Needed

Volunteers are needed to help transcribe recorded oral histories. 
Please contact Frank Faulkner at frank.faulkner@sanantonio.gov for more

information.

San Antonio Genealogical and Historical Society

Saturday, June 21st, the San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society will celebrate its 49th birthday at the Society's annual Founder's Day Luncheon at noon at the Doubletree Hotel, Salon III.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  Join us as we honor our Founders, volunteers and 6 new 1st Families of Bexar County Inductees.  $25.00 per person. Please register by June 12th.  For more information, call 210/342-5242, email saghs@sbcglobal.net or visit www.rootsweb.com/~txsaghs2.  

The next general meeting will be Saturday, September 20th.  Have a great summer and don't forget it’s cool to research at our library!  With over 16,000 volumes, 600 + maps, a large vertical file collection and internet access to several great databases, the SAG&HS Library is one of the best private repositories of genealogical and historical material in South Texas. 

The SAG&HS Library is located @ 911 Melissa Drive, off Blanco Rd, outside loop 410 and is open Monday 10-4, Wed. 10 am-9:00 pm, Sat. 10-4, Sunday 1-5.  Members research free. Non-members may research for  $5.00 per day.  Tours of the library are free.

San Antonio Museum of Art

Perspectivas Populares
April 12, 2008 through July, 2009
200 West Jones Ave
San Antonio, TX  78215
(210) 978-8100
http://www.samuseum.org
Witte Museum

The Genius of Leonardo: Machines in Motion
June 21 through September7, 2008
Lens on South Texas: Photographs from the Witte Museum Collection
September 13, 2007 through August 2008
3801 Broadway
San Antonio, Texas 78209

(210) 357-1900

http://www.wittemuseum.org​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

McNay Art Museum

The Museum is temporarily closed while we plan for the grand opening of the Jane and Arthur Stieren Center for Exhibitions. Normal hours will resume June 7, 2008.

6000 North New Braunfels

San Antonio, Texas  78209

(210) 824-5368
http://www.McNayArt.org

Bound Records of the General Land Office Relating to Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1767-1892


Series M1382

M1382-1

Bound Records of the General Land Office Relating to Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1767 - 1892: Record of Evidence Filed before Board of Land Commissioners South of the Tennessee River and East of the Pearl River, 1767 - 1865 (2 vols.); Record of a Concession by the Spanish Government to Land in Louisiana Territory, 1788 - 1800, vol. 60 (3 vols.), Record of a Concession, Ste. Genevieve Dist., 1788 - 1804, vol. 63; Record of Land Grants at Ste. Genevieve, Louisiana, 1797 - 1804, vol. 61; Register of Opinions of the Board on Private Land Claims, 1799 - 1808, vol. 57.

M1382-2

Bound Records of the General Land Office Relating to Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1767 - 1892: Old Index of Private Land Claims, 1800 - 1880, vol. 100; Report on Private Land Claims in the Western District, 1804 - 1812, vol. 105; Notices of Private Land Claims Filed under Spanish and French Grants in Louisiana and Alabama, 1806 - 1830, vol. 208. 

M1382-3 

Bound Records of the General Land Office Relating to Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1767 - 1892: Index to Reports of the Board of Land Commissioners for the Eastern District of Orleans Territory, 1805, vol. 87; Decisions of the Board of Land Commissioners for the Eastern District of Orleans Territory, 1805, vols. 80 - 83 (4 vols.). 

M1382-4 

Bound Records of the General Land Office Relating to Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1767 - 1892: Commissioners Certificates Numbered 1 - 1342, Territory of Louisiana, 1808 - 1859, vol. 79; Decisions on Private Land Claims in Louisiana Territory, now Missouri, 1809 - 1812, vols. 52, 53. 

M1382-5 

Bound Records of the General Land Office Relating to Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1767 - 1892: Reports for the Western District of Orleans Territory, Act of Mar 3, 1807, dated 1807 - 1815, vol. 103; Monthly Return of Certificates Issued in the Western District of Louisiana, 1811 - 1815, vol. 72; Report of the Register and Receiver of the Area in the Western District under the Acts of March 10, 1812, and Feb 27, 1813, vol. 104.
M1382-6

Bound Records of the General Land Office Relating to Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1767 - 1892: Reports of the Registers and Receivers of the Eastern District on Claims under the Act of Feb. 27, 1813, dated 1813 - 1817, vol. 78; Reports on Private Land Claims under the Act of Feb. 27, 1813, dated 1813 - 1819, vol. 190; Reports of James O. Cosby, Commissioner in the Area West of the Pearl River, 1816, vol. 88; Reports in the Eastern District on Private Land Claims under the Act of May 11, 1820, dated 1821, vol. 99; Reports on Private Land Claims in the Southwestern District, Act of May 11, 1820, dated 1820-25, vol. 106; Report of the Register of the Area North of the Red River, 1821 - 1890, vol. 109; Report of the Southwestern District on Private Land Claims in the Area of Rio Hondo and Sabine Rivers, 1824, vol. 101; Abstract of Patent Certificates for Private Land Claims in Opelousas, Louisiana, 1825 -1831, vol. 108.

M1382-7 

Bound Records of the General Land Office Relating to Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1767 - 1892: Report of the Land Office at New Orleans on Private Land Claims, 1833, vol. 96; Report of the Land Office at Opelousas on Private Land Claims under the Act of Feb. 6, 1835, dated 1836 - 1840, vol. 97; Reports of Private Land Claims Received in 1837, vol. 90; Report of the Land Office at Greensburg on Settlement Claims, 1837, vol. 93; Report of the Land Office at Ouachita on 71Claims, 1837, vol 94; Louisiana Docket No.4, John McDonough vs. Paris Childress, 1840, vol. 91; Index to Abstracts of Certificates, Eastern District Of Orleans Territory, 1811 -1812, vol. 85; Abstracts of Certificates of Confirmation of Eastern District of Orleans Territory, 1811 - 1812, dated 1842, vols. 73-74; Report of the Land Office at Monroe, Louisiana, on the Bastrop Grant Claims, 1852, vol. 95; Report of the Land Office at Natchitoches on Private Land Claims under the Act of Aug 3, 1854 (Rio Hondo Claims), 1858, vol. 98; Index to Reports on Private Land Claims in the Area West of the Pearl River, (no date), vol. 84.

M1382-8 

Bound Records of the General Land Office Relating to Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1767 - 1892: Register of Private Land Claims Confirmed by the Act of May 4, 1826, in Louisiana and vicinity at St Helen Land Office, vol. 156; List of Certificates Issued in Louisiana Territory, 1808 - 1812, vol. 41; Reports of James O. Cosby, West of the Pearl River, 1808 - 1816, Vol. 92; Abstracts of Certificates Issued under Act of Mar 2, 1805, in the Western District of Orleans Territory, 1805 -1842, vol. 75; List of Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1805 - 1837, vol. 110; Abstract of Located but Unconfirmed Private Land Claims in Louisiana, 1880, vol. 110 (NOTE: Clerks apparently gave same volume number to 2 different vols.); List and Exhibits of Rio Hondo Claims, 1824 - 1892, vol. 126; Statement of Land Cases before the U.S. District Court in Louisiana, 1844 - 1871, vol. 231; Reports on Private Land Claims in the Area East of the Pearl River, 1813, vol. B143; Reports on Private Land Claims in the Area East of the Pearl River (Louisiana, Alabama, and Mississippi), 1820 - 1860, vol. 160.
PLANNING A GENEALOGICAL TRIP

If you are planning a trip this summer, even with high gas prices, and are interested in family history, consider planning the trip as a mixture of outdoor fun, visiting family, and stops for genealogy research. We have prepared this guide to make your trip more successful. 
1. After studying your genealogical records (1) make summary charts of what you already know and (2) decide what information you want to find.
Be specific about each item needed and note possible sources and locations for answering each.


2. Decide what locations must be visited.
Possible locations to visit: Relatives, Researchers, Court houses, Local library, Local genealogical and/or historical society, Funeral home, Newspaper office, Cemeteries


3. Lay out your route on a map.
a. Write up a detailed itinerary, list places to visit and verify locations, telephone numbers, business hours. Note dates you expect to be there.
b. Determine travel times (include rest stops, lunch stops, fun stops).
c. Determine length of stay at each stop.


4. Leave a copy of the finalized itinerary with a friend, family member, or neighbor in the event they need to contact you. Ask someone to check on plants, pets, etc. as needed.


5. Consult a travel agent or plan your own trip. Check travel books, AAA, telephone books, internet for motels, hotels, or bed and breakfasts. Make reservations early—or take your chances.


6. Prepare a budget:  gasoline, meals, lodging, copies, fun, other.


7. Pack clothes, personal items, medications, snacks, etc.

Remember the camera and film, flashlight and extra batteries, first aid kit, tape 
recorder and batteries.
AT THE RESEARCH LOCATION
1. Be kind and considerate of all.
2. Follow the rules.
3. Ask specific questions.
4. Browse.

5. Be sure you have: Forms, filled out; Forms, blank; Research plan; Paper and pencils; Magnifying glass; Tote stapler; Highlighter
6. Take plenty of change (nickels, dimes, and quarters) for copy machines.
7. “Stuff” (kleenex, medication, keys, lunch, money).
8. Collect not only family information, but also copy magazine or newspaper articles on local history
Copy abstracts of period and contemporary maps
Addresses and telephone numbers for other local resources or individuals
Copy abstracts of interesting local records
Note resources  (books, microfilm, etc.) that may be searched later when borrowed through Interlibrary Loan. Copy indices when possible.
Bibliographies of books and articles of possible interest.
9. Take thorough and clear notes, citing where each reference was found (library, title, author, and page).
10. When making photocopies note source on each page.
11. Keep a reference log of all sources checked for each ancestor to avoid duplication.

CEMETERY WALKING KIT
Check with library, funeral home, or courthouse to get information and directions to area cemeteries. If the cemetery is on private property be sure to get permission from the owner to visit it.

Take: Appropriate clothing for terrain and weather, pencils and paper, insect repellent, drinking water, tape measure

Tombstone cleaning kit:  Water; natural bristled, wooden handled brush


For marble and limestone you may add 1 tablespoon of 


ammonia for each gallon of water


To remove algae or lichen, soak with water and gently 


scrape with brush.

Rubbing kit:  Large sheets of paper; chalk or crayons.

Camera

Be sure to clean up after yourself and treat the cemetery with respect.

AFTER THE TRIP
1. Review all your notes and photocopies.
2. Enter your new data on your charts and cite sources.
3. Make a new list of questions that need to be researched.
4. Visit your home library to work on these or request items through Interlibrary Loan.
5. Write thank you notes to those who helped you or follow up letters to other interested parties.


The Bureau of Land Management at the Department of the Interior.  <http://www.glorecords.blm.gov>

The site’s mission is to digitize more than 9 million documents related to public lands that have been transferred to private ownership during the past 200-plus years. A team of 10 BLM employees scans those records and posts them online in a searchable database.
The team has digitized about 4.2 million records so far with a goal of posting another 200,000 this year. Now researchers who once had to wait two or three weeks for BLM staff to locate records often can find documents for themselves in a matter of seconds.
Index to Texas Confederate Pension Records. <http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/pensions/introcpi.html>

  The index includes 54,634 approved, rejected and soldiers home pensions that were used by Texas between 1899 and 1975.  The online index will turn up a name, application number, county, and application numbers of related files (such as those of a widow of a veteran with a file).  If the index turns up an ancestor for you, you can e-mail a request to the archives at: archinfo@tsl.state.tx.us. 
Index to Texas Confederate Indigent Families List, 1863-1865. 

<http: www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/cif/index.html>
During the war, payments went to families of needy or deceased Texan Confederate soldiers. The surviving records have been transcribed by Linda Mearse in her book Confederate Indigent Families Lists of Texas, 1863-1865. You may be able to borrow the book via Interlibrary Loan.


Published by: Texana/Genealogy Department

San Antonio Public Library

600 Soledad

San Antonio, Texas 78205
210-207-2500



e-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov

Please submit information and articles to the above e-mail.

For the:  
July 2008 issue by 15 June
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September 2008 by 15 August
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South Texas is being broadly defined as beginning in Val Verde County in the west; moving east to Austin (Travis County); and then southeast through Caldwell, Lavaca, Jackson, and Calhoun counties to the Gulf of Mexico.








If you have items you or your organization would like others to know about, �please e-mail the address at the end of this newsletter.


Feel free to forward this communication to anyone who might be interested. 


Thank you!
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